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THE PRESIDENTS CHANNEL 
Frank Moskowitz 

September 2015 Slow Roll Presidents Letter 

Welcome to the September 2015 Slow Roll.  
The weather will soon be cooling down and that means more of us flying at the field.  You 
might want to brush up on your safety and field rules.   The ultimate goal of course is to 
keep you safe from injuries.   We all tend to get lax and sometimes need a gentle reminder 
about the proper safe way to have fun flying.  Our safety and field rules can be found on 

our website www.sunvalleyfliers.com under the link called “SVF Field Rules” located on the left side of the 
home page.  There are 7 documents under this link.  What opens is a zip file (compressed file) and you will 
need to open that compressed file to retrieve all the documents.  If your computer cannot open the zip file, 
please email me (fmoskowitz@cox.net) and I will send you the files as attachments.   Remember our new 
safety office  is Tom Kametz.   You can always ask Tom about  anything  safety 
related. 
I read an article in the Arizona Republic about the surge in snake bites.  It said 
that the end of August and all through September have more snakebites than 
any  other  months  of  the  year  because  of  the  monsoon  storms  and  because 
baby snakes are born at all through the month of August. Juvenile rattlesnakes 
are just as lethal as adults and may be more dangerous. They are harder to see, 
and their rattle is not as loud. The medical director of the Arizona Poison and 
Drug Information Center, said “They are born with fangs, and their venom may 
be more potent".   So when you make that jog into the desert out north of our 
runway to collect a plane or part of a plane, look down occasionally!  

1. If bitten by a rattlesnake, DO NOT use ice to cool the bite.
2. If bitten by a rattlesnake, DO NOT cut open the wound and try to suck out the venom.
3. If bitten by a rattlesnake, DO NOT use a tourniquet. This will cut off blood flow and the limb may be

lost.
4. If bitten, Keep the area of the area of the snake bite lower than the heart
5. If bitten, go to a hospital immediately. If you cannot get to a hospital, call the Arizona Poison Control

and Drug Information Center at 1‐800‐362‐0101 immediately
6. Avoid rattlesnakes altogether. If you see one, don't try to get closer to it or catch it.
7. Keep your hands and feet away from areas where you cannot see, like between rocks or in tall grass

where rattlesnakes like to rest.
OK, that’s enough scare tactics.  Enjoy your flying.   
I hope to see some more members at our next club meeting Wednesday September 2nd at 7:00 pm.  If you want to eat 
I suggest you arrive no later than 6:15 pm. Location is Deer Valley Airport Restaurant. (7th avenue and Deer Valley 
Road). Lots of great food. The Club meetings get better every month. We will always have more than one raffle prize 
and the 50/50 could make you very happy $$$. You never know what might happen, and you don’t want to miss it. 
Have fun out there! 

Frank Moskowitz       SVF MEETING SEPTEMBER 2 @ 7 PM 
President 



 
  
 

  
     Sun Valley Fliers General Membership Meeting Minutes – 8-5-2015      

Meeting called to order by Frank Moskowitz at 7:01Pm. There were 28 members present 

Executive members in attendance  Frank Moskowitz- President, Tony Quist – VP, Lou Pfeifer 
IV- Secretary, J B Bowers –Treasurer 

Board Members in attendance: Charlie Beverson, Steve Miller, Bob True, Andrew Schear, John Russell, Dan Bott, 
Mike Smith, Wayne Layne.  
Absent: Eric Stevens 
Open: Frank welcomed the members and board members. 
Guests: None 
New Members: Damion Cavasos. Welcome Damion! 
Solo Pilots: None 
Secretary’s Report – Lou Pfeifer Minutes from the 7-1-2015 meeting were approved as published in the Slow Roll. 
Treasurer’s Report – J B Bowers  J B gave his financial report to the members. His report is on record for review upon 
request by the members. 
Membership Director’s Report – Mike Peck 274 members for 2015.   

• Mike addressed the membership and the Membership financials are on record for review by request of the mem-
bers. 

Safety Officer’s Report – Tom Kametz 
• SVF would like to congratulate and thank Tom for taking this position!    
• Tom observed members standing on the start-up pad and he asks that we remember to stand on either side of the 

pad that says PILOTS STAND HERE! 
• He observed a member starting his plane on the table and he reminds us how dangerous this is! PLEASE 

DO NOT DO THIS! 
• Please DO NOT HOVER OVER THE RUNWAY! 

Old Business 
• Field Maintenance has been completed! It looks great. 
• Thanks to John Serio of Arizona Termite, Pest and Weed who happens to be a member and did a great job for 

us! Thanks John!! 
• Charlie came out with a crew the following week and dragged the field and picked up the debris. Thanks Charlie!!  
• National Model Aviation Day Saturday August 15 at the Palmcroft Baptist Church 35th Ave and Greenway. 
• SVF will have a table there contact John Geyer for more details. 

New Business 
• Tennis Netting along the runway in front of the pilot stations will be replaced soon. 
• Possibility of the dirt areas at the pilot stations being done with asphalt with contributions of members. To be dis-

cussed at the Board Meeting. 
• Dan commented that the Jet Masters is coming up in Germany. Good luck to our USA representatives!! GO 

USA!!   
• Andrew Schear has taken over the Door Prizes!! Thanks Andrew good job!! 

Door Prize Winners:  
• Charlie Beverson, Jim Talmadge, Bob Purdy, Lou Pfeifer Sr., Frank Moskowitz, Ron Thomas,  Wayne 

Layne, Tony Quist, Dan Bott, J B Bowers. 
50/50 Winner: Damian Cavasos 
Show And Tell: 

• Mike auctioned a Jacket to the club. 
• Dan Bott for $55.00 
• Thanks Mike! 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm 
Respectfully submitted, 

 Lou Pfeifer IV Secretary 

 



 
Lawrence Tougas 

AMA District X Vice President 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
It has been my honor to serve as your District Vice President for the last five years. I have enjoyed 
meeting the many diverse, committed and friendly modelers from District X; and with your vote I look 
forward to continuing to serve you. 
I am proud to have reinvigorated our District website, and will continue to use the power of new media 
to bring you news from the local and national level. We will continue to use the district website to offer 
extra coverage of events that the District magazine column cannot accommodate. 
There are troubling issues facing the AMA. The FAA continues to come up with misguided, "one size 
fits all" restrictions that threaten the sport we love so much. The FAA's tactics are not new to me; I have 
spent 24 years working as an Engineer with a major U.S. airline and have dealt with the FAA for dec-
ades. I will continue to fight on your behalf to ensure that the membership is free to pursue our sport in 
the way they have always enjoyed. With your help we will beat this thing. 
In July 2014 there was a motion made at the Executive Council meeting to commit $250,000 to develop 
a new type of AMA membership. One for commercial modeling, it was called the small UAS program. I 
voted NO on this motion because the two things that define the AMA quickly and easily to an elected 
official are that, 1) we fly within line of sight, and 2) we don't charge money for flying. For the first time 
in my service as your District Vice President the Executive Council cast a tie vote. The result was 6 in 
favor of the motion and 6 opposed. The AMA President broke the 6-6 tie in favor of the program. I 
viewed this as a tough loss, but it reflects my commitment to push back when I think it is in your best 
interest. With your vote I will continue to fight on your behalf. 
Please do not mistake my opposition to the small UAS program to be one against multi-rotor modelers, 
modelers who use first person view equipment, or those who use advanced flight systems. I believe 
that those members who enjoy these new and developing areas of our hobby and do it in accordance 
with the AMA Safety Code are a welcome addition to our ranks. 
As has been the case throughout my term, my top priority will remain traveling the District and visiting 
as many of our 283 clubs as possible to understand how I can support you. Vote for me and I will con-
tinue to speak up and protect your rights as a modeler. 
Please follow my campaign at, http://ama-district-x-election.blogspot.com/ 
Sincerely, 
Lawrence Tougas 
AMA District X Vice President 

 
P.S. On average only 1 in 5 AMA members vote in our elections. Please make sure your voice is heard 
cast your vote and elect Lawrence Tougas for District X Vice President 
 
 



See more Jet Master photos in a special newsletter 



 
 
 



Creech Predator crews get help coping with combat 
By Keith Rogers Las Vegas Review-JournalAugust 16, 2015 - 5:43pm 

INDIAN SPRINGS — Water spills down a Plexiglas pane the size of 
several big-screen TVs inside the Airmen Ministry Center at Creech 
Air Force Base. 

"We call it our decompression wall. It's a more passive way to de-
compress," said Chaplain Zac, a captain in the 432nd Wing. For 
security reasons and to avoid becoming a terrorist target, he can 
only identify himself by his first name. 

The wall is one of the tools that he and other members of the 
"human performance team" use to help Creech airmen cope with 
their combat roles so close to home. The team members have top-
secret security clearances "to be with our folks where they work," he 
said. 

Like people who relax by watching fish swim in an aquarium, the 
airmen who fight the nation's war from afar with remotely piloted aircraft — better known to civilians as Predator and Reaper 
"drones" — often stop by the center to unwind by the wall, and play pingpong or shoot pool. 

Some even try their hand at video games despite the routine of their profession. 

For these pilots and sensor operators, the war-fighting task involves sitting long hours at computer consoles, gripping joy-
sticks to control the flight of an aircraft, scan the landscape with high-tech cameras, or hold laser beams on targets by way 
of satellite-link signals half a world away. 

Once in a while they will pull a trigger to send a Hellfire missile or a laser-guided bomb hurtling through the sky to destroy an 
insurgent's hide-out, knock out an enemy combatant's vehicle or stop "bad guys" from planting roadside bombs designed to 
kill U.S. troops. 

Critics of drone strikes point out that innocent civilians sometimes die in the attacks. And, there was a friendly fire incident in 
2011 involving a Predator missile strike triggered from Creech that left a U.S. sailor and a Marine dead in Afghanistan. 

With the nature of remote-controlled warfare comes a daunting task for Chaplain Zac's team: Find "healthy ways" for the 
airmen to transition from the war zone to the home front 45 miles away in Las Vegas. 

Fighting war from afar 
At a base media briefing this summer, former 432nd Wing commander Col. James "Cliffy" Cluff summed it up, saying, 
"Every single day this base is at war." 

He said the wing's 3,325 "warriors" at Creech "are not kids playing video games in their mother's basement." 

"These are professional airmen," Cluff said. "These are professional aviators and support personnel, and their job is to help 
fight America's wars." 

The sobering reality of drone strike missions comes from hours of boredom, punctuated by sudden orders to engage tar-
gets, then survey the destruction and sometimes bloody aftermath. While the airmen aren't in harm's way, they still must 
cope with combat stress and, in some cases, post-traumatic stress disorder. 

In an Aug. 6 interview, Chaplain Zac, his assistant, Sgt. Brad, and aerospace physiologist Maj. Meg talked about their 
unique roles to help the warriors of Creech adjust. 

Much of stress comes from what is known in military circles as the "high ops tempo" coupled with a limited and dwindling 
number of trained airmen to meet the Pentagon's expectations. 

"It's one of the realities of being successful," Chaplain Zac said. 

The airmen are really good at what they do, he said, "and demand has outpaced our manning. So that issue is on the radar 
for everyone in the remotely piloted aircraft enterprise." 



In January, Air Force leaders acknowledged that many pilots were leaving active duty to continue as Predator and Reaper 
pilots in the Air National Guard and Reserve. To avert a shortage in the active-duty ranks, the Air Force began looking at all 
options, including pay and advancement incentives, to "grow RPA professionals" and develop a career path for them. 

Chaplain Zac pointed to a survey that found "our guys and gals feel" that most of the stress — 60 percent — is related to 
manning issues. 

And while there has been a suicide and a case involving allegations of domestic violence blamed on post-traumatic stress 
disorder reported among the Creech airmen ranks this year, he noted that PTSD rates among remotely piloted aircraft 
crews remain at 2 percent to 4 percent, well below on-the-ground combat forces. Likewise, the Air Force suicide rate is 
"much lower than the general population in the United States, he said. 

Coping with remote combat 
About 500 airmen per month visit the base's ministry center, and the human resources team sees about 25 "counselees" 
per month. The operational psychologist spends about half of the 1,400 hours per month on "squadron-focused warrior 
care" for airmen. 

Nevertheless, in addition to what is offered in recreational facilities and direct availability of human performance team mem-
bers at the center, they hold "RACK" events, short for "Random Acts of Chapel Kindness." 

"Maybe we'll bring in some food, or cater meals, or cook for them. But it allows us to lay eyes on the unit and get a pulse on 
the unit and the morale," Sgt. Brad said. 

Chaplain Zac said sometimes it's a matter of "just letting them know it's OK to come in and take a knee." 

"We look at these individuals the same as we would a professional athlete. They're highly trained. We're helping them un-
derstand what their limits are and perform their jobs in more of a marathon fashion instead of a sprint," he said. 

Among civilian jobs, airmen in the RPA community have similar stress factors as law enforcement professionals, 
"specifically those who are involved in surveillance and apprehension," he said. "They work long hours of tedious boredom 
followed by life-and-death situations. And then they return home." 

Any way you slice it, Maj. Meg said, "We are military people. We must be emotionally sound and mentally and physically 
sharp." 

 

The long drive home 
The difference between remote combat operations and boots-on-the-ground missions in a war zone is that RPA pilots and 
sensor operators are "going home the same evening and interacting with families and others who have no idea of what 
they've been through." 

Sgt. Brad said the drive from Indian Springs to Las Vegas "can get pretty monotonous," so the base provides an audio li-
brary for airmen to listen to during the commute. Subjects include leadership material, spiritual material, fiction and nonfic-
tion. 

"It's kind of a time when your start to think about your day. It's just a healthy way to decompress and think about what's go-
ing on before your get back to your families," he said. 

"We want our airmen to be their best and operate at their best, so that they are not only the best warriors they can be but 
also the best people they can be. It's the 'whole person' concept we want to improve upon. 

"We want our airmen to realize their own resiliency, that ability to bounce back," Sgt. Brad said. 

Maj. Meg believes the most effective way to deal with stress is to have a physical outlet that gives balance to the mind and 
body so they can grow strong together on all fronts: mental, physical, psychological and emotional. 

"We want to take care of the whole person, not just for their time in the Air Force but for the time when they move on as 
well," she said. 



PREVENTING PILOT BURNOUT 

Air Combat Command leaders in January said the Pentagon's goal to reach 65 Combat Air Patrols would be difficult to meet 
as more pilots who fly Predator and Reaper remotely piloted aircraft were leaving than the training pipeline could replace. 

One CAP involves flying four drones in a 24-hour span to hunt high-value terrorists and other militant targets and strong-
holds and destroy them with laser-guided missiles or bombs. Three years ago, CAPs numbered in the 40s. 

Pilots work eight-hour shifts flying three to five hours per shift, for five or six days a week. There is an "on-call" relief pilot on 
each shift, so the duty pilot can take lunch and restroom breaks. 

Because pilots have been staffed at 85 percent of the manning level, commanders want their crews to fly 60 CAPs instead 
of 65, so that more potential instructor pilots can be sent to Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., to train replacements. 

The goal is to graduate 43 percent more pilots next year, increasing from 280 this year to 400 in 2016, according to flight-
global.com, an international aviation industry website. 

Times of San Diego, Posted August 6, 2015 by Chris Jennewein 

 

Times of San Diego: Hobby Group Calls on Drone Pilots to ‘Know Before You Fly’ 

After small drones interfered with firefighters in San Bernardino and San Diego, a national hobby or-
ganization is spreading the word about flying safety. 

The Academy of Model Aeronautics, a 79-year-old organization with 176,000 members, is promoting 
safety rules with its “Know Before You Fly” campaign. 

In a letter Wednesday to FAA Administrator Michael Huerta and U.S. Forest Service Chief Thomas 
Tidwell, the organization said it is asking its members in the West to spread the word about safety. 

“While our members already know not to fly in and around wildfires, we’ve asked them to help spread 
the message more broadly,” wrote Bob Brown, president of the organization. 

Brown said academy members “know to check for temporary flight restrictions, such as those put in 
place around wildfires, and to stay well clear of any manned aircraft. Unfortunately, the same is not al-
ways true for the legions of new ‘drone’ flyers increasingly taking to the skies.” 

A drone temporarily halted air drops during a blaze that closed Interstate 15 in the Cajon Pass last 
month. More recently in San Diego, a drone interfered with firefighters battling a restaurant fire in Linda 
Vista. 

 

GOLD, GOLD, GOLD !!!  
They did it again!  It's a hat trick for Team USA as they 

soundly claimed the Gold for the F3A Worlds 2015!  Not only 
that, our Junior member won his very own individual Gold 

Medal!  Congrats to all the team for the hard work and dedica-
tion it takes to do so well on the World scene.   



Joe Balabon new 78” WS T28 

Bryce’s new QQ Extra 

Jared Simmons new Edge 

Maiden flight 

RTF Laser 



SVF Wayne Layne photos from his recent trip 
to Oshkosh, Wisconsin Air Venture 

Marty Jones Sunset photos. 



The Battle of Britain— The Canadians 
It simply cannot be overstated. In the summer of 1940, Great Britain was well and truly up against the wall. Its army, deci-
mated in France, was lucky to be pulled from the jaws of total annihilation on the beaches of Northern France. With the 
army licking its wounds, and the Royal Air Force with heavy losses in France, the population of Great Britain fully expected 
that there would soon be door-to-door fighting in London, in York, or in Kent. While the RAF, Navy and Army steeled them-
selves for coming fight, the ordinary people of Great Britain were readying themselves as well—for a fight to the death on 
sacred British soil. In anticipation of a Nazi invasion on British beaches, the British government had printed a poster which 
was to be posted in the event the Germans came ashore. It said in simple large letters beneath the King’s crown, “Keep 
Calm and Carry On”. It was never used. It would only surface 65 years later and become a modern day icon for stick-to-it-
iveness. 
Though disaster was just over the horizon, there was one last battle to be fought—a battle like no other in history. This was 
the Battle of Britain. The Battle, the aircraft and the nearly 3,000 men who flew in the defense of Great Britain live today as 
unparalleled icons of courage and determination in the face of almost certain defeat. Its inspirational effect on Great Britain 
and the hundreds of thousands of young men and women who, upon hearing the story, would enlist in the RAF, RCAF, 
RAAF, RNZAF and SAAF is unquestionable. It not only stopped the advance of the dark stain of Nazism, it turned the tide.  

It is the story of a courageous few and a steadfast country. The part played by Canadians, while small in numbers, was 
great of heart. We stood shoulder to shoulder with other pilots of the British Commonwealth, occupied Europe and even 
America. The summer of 1940 is the stuff of legend. 

 The Battle of Britain – the Canadians. By Lieutenant General (Retired) William Keir Carr 

By 18 June 1940, the Germans had overrun all of Western Europe. France had finally surrendered and the British had 
evacuated their remaining troops through Dunkirk in a remarkable across-the-Channel withdrawal made possible particu-
larly by fleets of boats and small ships from the UK largely manned by civilian volunteers. The RAF was able to provide the 
control of the air essential to safe passage. 

Facing reality about the oncoming fight, Churchill stated: “Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization. The 
whole might of the enemy must soon be turned upon us. Let us…so bear ourselves that men will say ‘this was their finest 
hour’ ”. It was to be a battle of survival for Britain. 
The fact is that in 1940 just under 3,000 young airmen changed the course of history and established the foundation upon 
which democracy would build to achieve its final victory in Europe. The purpose of this article is to tell how they did it. 

The Battle of Britain is unique in that it is the first and only time that airpower alone defeated a major threat to a nation’s very 
existence. 

Following Dunkirk, the Germans mounted their air campaign aimed at eliminating Britain’s ability to ward off a cross-
Channel seaborne invasion. By late summer 1940, the German operation, code-named Operation SEA LION, was to follow 

immediately after the Luftwaffe had gained control of the air and destroyed 
other threats. 

SCRAMBLE!!! Fighter pilots of the Royal Air Force grab their kit and run 
towards their aircraft. There are many evocative photographs taken in 
the summer of 1940 of young men like these, running to their possible 
deaths in the skies over England. During the Second World War, it is 
noted that, while fighting the Nazi onslaught, pilots wore shirt and tie. 
Many of these photos were staged for propaganda purposes, and if you 
look closely at any one of them, you are likely to find a pilot smirking 
sheepishly. Photos: Imperial War Museum 
  



Among the greats. Douglas Bader (fourth from right), the Eng-
lish flying legend, commanded 242 Canadian Squadron RAF. 
At the beginning of the war, the RCAF had not yet equipped 
and assembled squadrons for deployment in Europe. There 
were however many Canadians who were either in the RAF, or 
who were RCAF in the Royal Air Force. In order to show Cana-
dians back home that their boys were fully engaged in the 
war, it was decided to create a special squadron (242) manned 
by Canadians already in the RAF. This squadron assembled 
some of the finest talent of the war—young fighter pilots from 
across the land, now seen fighting the Nazis as a cohesive 
unit. This photograph was taken at RAF Duxford in September 
of 1940. Left to right: Future Air Marshal Sir Dennis Crowley-
Milling, KCB, CBE, DSO, DFC and Bar, AE (Wales), Flight Lieu-
tenant Hugh Tamblyn, DFC (Watrous, Saskatchewan), Stan 
Turner, DSO, DFC, CD (Collingwood, Ontario), Sergeant Jo-

seph Ernest Savill (on wing, British), Pilot Officer Norman Neil Campbell (St. Thomas, Ontario), Flying Officer Willie 
McKnight, DFC and Bar (Calgary, Alberta), Douglas Bader, Flight Lieutenant George Eric Ball, Pilot Officer Michael 
G. Homer and Flying Officer Marvin “Ben” Brown (Kincardine, Ontario). Within a year, McKnight, Tamblyn, Camp-
bell, Homer and Brown would be dead. Bader would be shot down and captured and Ball would die in a flying acci-
dent having just survived the war. Photo: Imperial War Museum 
  
It is generally agreed the Battle of Britain can be divided into four stages: From 10 July to 7 August, the first stage, the Luft-
waffe attempted to destroy the RAF’s radar towers which it knew were vital to the Britain’s air defense tactics. Simultane-
ously, German bombers were bent on destruction of Britain’s ability to fight back by neutralizing its defenses, crippling its 
infrastructure and breaking civilian morale. Despite the German raids, and much overlooked, RAF Bomber and Coastal 
Commands were indeed active in attacks on the French Ports from which the German invasion fleet could be launched. 
  
During the second stage, 8 August to 6 September, the Luftwaffe mistakenly believed it had destroyed much of the RAF 
early warning radar capability and now aimed to destroy the RAF on the ground by bombing its airfields. This put further 
pressure on the RAF. However, the RAF’s ongoing success in the, until then, mainly daylight air war, confronted the Luft-
waffe with such aircraft and aircrew losses that by October the Luftwaffe had largely switched to night raids. 
  
One of these early bombing raids had killed civilians in London. The result was dramatic to both sides. Hitler had specifically 
directed that attacks against civilian targets were not to be carried out, because he believed that eventually the British peo-
ple would sue for peace, and he hoped to be seen to have no fight with the British people. 

On the other hand, the British reaction to this raid on London was to bomb Berlin. Hitler raged over this unexpected counter-
blow by the British and ordered attacks by his bombers on civilian targets in the UK. This changed everything and led to the 
third stage of the Battle which ran from 7 September to 5 October. The Blitz began. 

This change in tactics by the Germans was a mistake for other reasons, but it did relieve the pressure on the RAF airfields. 
To reach industrial targets and built-up areas, Luftwaffe Bombers and their Messerschmitt Bf-109 escorts were forced to 
operate close to the limits of their range, and were thus inhibited in their freedom to maneuver in their own defense. Added 
to this problem for the Germans, was the growing availability to the RAF of rudimentary airborne intercept radar. German 
losses became intolerable. This was the fourth phase. 

The battle didn’t end in a finite way, but rather ran down because Hitler was finally convinced that Air Superiority over the 
Channel to defend the invasion fleets from air attacks could not be gained, and defeat of the RAF and his dream of negotiat-
ing a peace were unachievable. On 21 October, Hitler put off Operation SEA LION and ordered his forces and their 
matériel, which had been amassed for the invasion, to be withdrawn from Western Europe and dispatched to the Russian 
Front. 

Of the 2,962 allied pilots engaged in the Battle of Britain, 2,421 were RAF (and Fleet Air Arm), 117 were Canadian, 141 
were Polish and a further 210 were from ten other countries. 515 of them including 29 Canadians were killed. 



Four of the Fighter Command Squadrons which took part in the Battle had links with Canada. The link was evidenced in 
each of these units’ badges. No. 73 Squadron flying Hurricanes had a Canadian contingent, No. 92 Squadron flying Spit-
fires was a Canadian unit in the First World War, No. 242 Squadron flying Hurricanes had a Canadian Moose head in its 
badge and the future No. 401 RCAF Squadron. This Squadron had arrived in the UK on 21 June 1940 with its own Hurri-
canes as No. 1 RCAF Squadron. 

On 30 October 1940, at the end of the Battle of Britain, 
surviving pilots of No. 1 Squadron RCAF pose in 
more formal dress with one of their Hurricanes at Prest-
wick, Scotland. No. 1 Squadron RCAF left for Great Brit-
ain in June of 1940, with the Battle well under way. After 
a short period of training in England, they became the 
only RCAF Squadron involved in the Battle of Britain, first 
engaging the enemy on 23 August 1940. The following 
year, No. 1 became 401 Squadron. 401 Squadron 
ended the war as the RAF 2nd Tactical Air Force’s highest 
scoring fighter squadron with 186.5 victories—29 of 
which were earned during the Battle of Britain. Left to 
Right: Frank Hillock, Toronto ON; Frederick Watson, Win-
nipeg MB; Robert Norris, Saskatoon SK; Norman Richard 
Johnstone, Winnipeg MB; Joseph A. J. Chevrier, Saint-

Lambert QC; John David Morrison, Regina SK; Gordon McGregor, Montréal QC; Arthur Yuile, Montréal QC; Paul 
Pitcher, Montréal QC; William Sprenger, Montréal QC; and Dean Nesbitt, Montréal QC.  It is interesting to note that 
all five men on the right are from Montréal. Photo: Imperial War Museum 
The brunt of the air battle was borne by the Hawker Hurricane and the Supermarine Spitfire. While many of the aircraft and 
pilot numbers are still debated, it is most probable that at the outset of the Battle, 615 Hurricanes and 324 Spitfires were 
assigned to the task. At the end in October, despite a steady replacement of losses, the strength was 512 Hurricanes and 
281 Spitfires. However, a total of 526 Hurricanes and 389 Spitfires had been lost. They had accounted for (actual – not 
claimed) 1,733 German aircraft shot down. The RAF’s loss of 915 aircraft was far fewer than the 3,058 claimed by the Ger-
mans. 

The Hurricane accounted for 1.8 German aircraft shot down for every Hurricane lost and the Spitfires accounted for 2.0 Ger-
man aircraft for every Spitfire lost. However, the Hurricanes accounted for 55% of the total air victories and the Spitfires 
45%. Was the Hurricane therefore the better aircraft? The answer is No! There were many more Hurricanes than there were 
Spitfires. (And bragging rights as to which was better still goes to him who speaks the loudest!) 

Finally, though, as to which was best, of the seventeen double 
aces to earn this recognition, ten had flown Spitfires and 
seven had flown the Hurricane! 

Royal Air Force and Luftwaffe fighters and bombers are 
knotted in combat high above Maidstone, England in 
1940. The condensation vapour trails in the high altitudes 
trace the battle as it unfolds. Many of the contrails can be 
seen in pairs as either “lead and wing” turn, wheel and 
fight together or a fighter is locked on another in mortal 
combat. This chalkboard of the fight could be seen on 
many days through the hot humid summer of 1940. 
Photo: Gullands-Heritage.co.uk 



Canadian pilots accounted for 194 Luftwaffe losses. The top Canadian scorer was Flight Lieutenant Mark Brown, DFC and 
Bar, with a total of 15 during the battle. 

At the age of 39, the oldest Canadian pilot to take part was Flight Lieutenant Gordon McGregor, DFC OBE. His score was 
five enemy fighters. Retiring as a Group Captain, he will also be remembered as the inspired leader of Canada’s Trans Can-
ada Air Lines after the war’s end. The youngest Canadian pilot in the Battle was 19 years old, Leo Ricks from Calgary. He 
was a member of 235 Squadron. 

Arguably, the most famous pilots to have fought in the Battle of Britain were the RAF’s Group Captain Douglas Bader, the 
‘legless’ ace, RAF’s F/L (later Air Vice Marshall) Johnnie Johnson, who at war’s end was the top allied ace in the European 
theatre, and on the Luftwaffe side the unequaled Adolph Galland. 

Air operations ‘petered out’ to quote one author on 21 October and the end was officially declared reached on 31 October. 
The Battle of Britain was a triumph of indomitable human spirit against a numerically superior enemy led by a maniac. In 
retrospect, the manner in which a relatively small number of brave young airmen victoriously defended the British Homeland 
is as remarkable now as then. 

Already in August 1940, Churchill said, in part, “The gratitude of every home in our island, in our empire and throughout the 
world… goes out to airmen who undaunted by odds, unwearied in their constant challenge and mortal danger helped turn 
the tide of the world war”. 
Canadian airmen flew shoulder to shoulder with the best from elsewhere. The ‘Few’ were unique and not unlike their con-
temporaries later, and consciously or not, upheld the airman`s credo of honour which was never to be found wanting when 
the chips were down. 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s words of praise and thanks, seventy years ago, are still valid: “Never in the field of hu-
man conflict was so much owed to by so many to so few.”  
 A Few Canadians of Note in the Battle of Britain 

Group Captain Gordon Roy McGregor, OC, OBE, DFC (a squadron Leader by 
the Battle’s end) of Montréal, Québec learned to fly in the early 1930s after 
earning a degree in engineering from McGill University. He joined the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force in 1936, receiving his wings two years later. The handsome 
McGregor was the oldest Canadian-born pilot in the Battle of Britain, becoming 
a Hurricane ace during the Battle with 401 Squadron (then called 1 Squadron) 
RCAF. With five confirmed victories, he was the squadron’s top scoring fighter 
pilot. McGregor’s Second World War career would include commanding X 
Wing—a Canadian wing of Kittyhawk fighter on operations in the Aleutians. 
Later, towards the end of the war, he commanded 126 Wing, a Canadian Spitfire 

Wing in Europe. After the war, he went to work as an executive for Trans Canada Air Lines, becoming its president 
a few years later. He then was instrumental in transforming TCA into Air Canada, still the largest airline in Canada 
today. Photo: AcesofWW2.com 

Flight Lieutenant Mark Henry “Hilly” Brown, DFC and Bar (left) was born in 
the tiny farming town of Glenboro, Manitoba in 1911. Given the flat prairie 
landscape of his hometown, it’s a wonder where he got his nickname. He re-
ceived his wings from the Royal Air Force in 1938, and following actions in 
both the Battle of France and the Battle of Britain, he became the first Cana-
dian ace of the Second World War. By the time of his death in November 1941 
while on a fighter sweep from Malta, he had achieved Triple Ace status. The 
citation accompanying the award of his first Distinguished Flying Cross 
reads: “Since the beginning of the war Flight Lieutenant Brown has destroyed at 



least sixteen enemy aircraft. On 14th June, when leading his flight on patrol, he encountered nine enemy bombers, two of 
which were destroyed. Later he attacked nine Messerschmitt 109s, destroying one and driving the remainder off. As a result 
of bullets entering his aircraft he force landed near Caen, and was unable to rejoin the squadron before it withdrew from 
France. Flight Lieutenant Brown has shown courage of the highest order, and has led many flights with great success and 
determination when consistently outnumbered by enemy aircraft.” The citation for his second DFC reads “This officer has 
commanded the squadron with outstanding success. He has destroyed a further two enemy aircraft bringing his total victo-
ries to at least 18. His splendid leadership and dauntless spirit have been largely instrumental in maintaining a high stan-
dard of efficiency throughout the squadron”. The pilot next to him in this photo is named Pilot Officer Chatham. The 
photo was taken at RAF Huntingdonshire. Photo: Imperial War Museum 

Flying Officer William Lidstone McKnight, DFC and Bar, of Calgary, Al-
berta is perhaps the most celebrated Canadian of the Battle of Britain. 
McKnight, jilted by his girlfriend whilst attending medical school at the 
University of Alberta, quit his studies and travelled to England on his 
own money to enlist in the Royal Air Force in 1938. McKnight, an enfant 
terrible with his wild, rebellious ways, cut quite the swath through his 
squadrons, being confined to barracks on two occasions, held in open 
arrest as “perpetrator of a riot”. McKnight was credited with 
18 victories and was Bader’s preferred wingman. He survived both the 
Battle of France and Britain, but was shot down over the English Chan-
nel in January of 1941. He was the fourth highest scoring Canadian 
fighter pilot of the Second World War. Photo: RAF 
 

Sir John Maxwell “Max” Aitken, 2nd Baron of Beaverbrook, was the son of Lord 
Beaverbrook, the prominent Second World War politician. Aitken was born in 
Canada, but was educated in England. He became the commander of 601 City 
of London Squadron at the height of the Battle of Britain, flying Hurricanes and 
ended the war with 14 confirmed victories. He flew with and was a friend of the 
famous fighter pilot memoirist Richard Hillary. He was featured in Hillary’s fa-
mous book The Last Enemy. This photo was taken of him in front of a Mosquito 
fighter-bomber later in the war when he commanded the Banff Strike 
Wing. Photo: Imperial War Museum 
 

Winnipeg-born Group Captain John Alexander “Johnny” Kent, AFC, DFC 
and Bar, is a true legend of the Battle of Britain. He began his flying war as a 
Spitfire photo-recon pilot with the Photographic Development Unit. He was 
shot down whilst on a low-level sortie in France, but survived. He then 
joined 303 Polish Squadron, RAF in command of “A” Flight. He earned the 
love and admiration of his Polish pilots, many of whom spoke no English. 
He eventually led the entire Polish Wing of four squadrons, thereby earning 
himself the nicknames Kentowski and Kentski. Of the four Polish squadrons 
in his charge, he had this to say: “I cannot say how proud I am to have been 
privileged to help form and lead No. 303 Squadron and later to lead such a mag-
nificent fighting force as the Polish Wing. There formed within me in those days an 

admiration, respect and genuine affection for these really remarkable men which I have never lost. I formed friendships that 
are as firm as they were those twenty-five years ago and this I find most gratifying. We who were privileged to fly and fight 
with them will never forget and Britain must never forget how much she owes to the loyalty, indomitable spirit and sacrifice 
of those Polish flyers. They were our staunchest Allies in our darkest days; may they always be remembered as such.” Kent 
accounted for 13 enemy aircraft shot down. Photo: RAF 



Flight Lieutenant Hugh Tamblyn, DFC was born in Watrous, Saskatchewan in 
1917. Twenty-one years later, he joined the RAF on a short service commis-
sion. He started his flying career as a staff pilot for No. 7 Bombing and Gun-
nery School in England. Following this service, he joined 141 Squadron. The 
unit flew the Boulton Paul Defiant turret-fighter, which, while somewhat effec-
tive against bomber formations, was hopelessly outclassed by German Bf-
109s. On 19 July, in the Battle of Britain, he was one of only two pilots in a 
flight of nine Defiants to survive a mauling by Messerschmitt Bf-109s. His 
turret-gunner claimed one of the Messerschmitts. In August, he joined 242 
Canadian Squadron and in September 1940, claimed 5 victories. In April of 
1941, he was shot down by return fire from a Dornier Do. 17. He crashed into 

the sea and got out of his Hurricane, but died of exposure and hypothermia before he could be rescued. Photo: Im-
perial War Museum 

While Percival Stanley “Stan” Turner, DSO, DFC and Bar, was born in Eng-
land, his parents emigrated to Toronto, Ontario when he was a small child. 
While enrolled at the University of Toronto in engineering, he enlisted in the 
RCAF auxiliary. In 1938, he sailed the Atlantic and joined the Royal Air Force 
on a short service commission, completing his flying training in 1939 at the 
outbreak of the war. He joined 219 Squadron on Hurricanes, but when the 
idea of a squadron of fighting Canadians took hold, he moved over to 242 
Squadron a month later. Turner survived the war with 12 victories and the 
distinction of being the Canadian pilot with the most combat tours. Stan 
Turner is a member of the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame. Photo: Imperial 

War Museum 
 
 

At the time of the Battle of Britain, the diminutive but feisty Ernest Archibald 
McNab, OBE, DFC of Saskatchewan was, at 35, much older than the pilots in 
his No. 1 Squadron, but he flew with youthful abandon. He enlisted in the 
RCAF in 1926, earning his pilot brevet in 1928. He took command of No. 1 
Squadron in November of 1939 and took his squadron overseas to join the 
fight in June 1940. Between the wars, McNab was a member of Canada’s 
fort military aerobatic demonstration team—The Siskins. Photo: RCAF 
 
 
 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3202341/Remembering-Britain-s-hardest-day-Spitfires-
Hurricanes-skies-75-years-battle-scuppered-plans-Nazi-invasion.html 

 
 
 
Pilot Officer Joseph Paul Larichelière was bilingual, elegant and university 
educated, one of a large group of Canadian pilots who called Montréal 
home. Throughout the 1930s, he watched as the war loomed over the hori-
zon, and when it seemed imminent in 1939, he joined the RAF, at age 26. By 
the time of his death, Larichelière was an ace with 6 victories. He and his 
fellow 213 Squadron pilots were scrambled to intercept enemy aircraft on 
16 August. He did not return. Like many young men of the RAF and RCAF, 
he has no known grave. Photo: RCAF 



The photogenic Pilot Officer Alfred Keith “Skeets” Ogilvie, DFC of Ottawa, Ontario was 
a former bank teller who joined the RAF on short service commission the summer be-
fore the Battle of Britain. His wish was to join 242 Canadian Squadron, but the unit was 
not in need of another pilot, so he joined 601 Squadron. He became an ace during the 
Battle of Britain. In 1941, while flying a Spitfire, he was seriously wounded and forced 
to bail out. He was captured and spent the next nine months in hospital before being 
transferred to Stalag Luft III POW camp. He helped plan the Great Escape, 
and managed to evade capture for 2 days. After recapture, he was interrogated and 
then sent back to prison—50 of his fellow escapees were not so lucky. When they were 
recaptured, they were executed. Photo: Imperial War Museum 

About the author: Lieutenant General William Keir Carr was a photo-reconnaissance Spitfire pilot during the Second World 
War. The stories of the courage and determination of Canadian fighter pilots who fought in the Battle of Britain inspired 
wave after wave of young Canadian men like Carr to enlist in the RCAF and join the fight. By war’s end Carr had flown 
142 operational sorties—alone and unarmed. After the war, Carr’s star continued to rise as he took one command after an-
other. As Commander of 412 Squadron, he oversaw the operation of the first jet transport aircraft in any air force in the 
world—the RCAF’s de Havilland Comet. With the 412 Squadron Comet, the RCAF was the first ever (Civilian or Military) to 
operate jet transports on scheduled service over the Atlantic. At the end of his military career Carr was the first Command-
ing Officer of Air Command, and the acknowledged “father of the modern Canadian air force”. Today, even in his mid-90s 
he remains a force to be reckoned with and is often called upon for his wise and careful counsel. After nearly 75 years con-
nected to the Royal Canadian Air Force, Carr’s words still carry much weight, and while his respect is mightily earned, he 
remains humble, often fighting with determination to shine light on other men, other battles, other Canadians.  

http://www.vintagewings.ca/en-ca/home.aspx 
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ALL TYPES OF SCALE MODELS WELCOME

COMMANDER  JOHN GEYER 602-810-1767 

jegeyer@centurylink.net

 CD JOHN MANGINO 480-980-1386

manginoaz@cox.net

FEATURING:
-SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER AT THE FIELD

-OEAF’S UNIQUE AWARDS IN MANY CATEGORIES

R E G I ST R AT ION  STA RT S  S AT.  @  0 7 3 0  H R S

$ 2 0  PE R  PI LOT  L A N DI NG  F E E

A M A  R E Q U I R E D

1 0 0 db  NOI SE  L I M I T

NO  3 d  F LY I NG

A M A  S A NC T ION  # 1 5 - 1 8 7 4  

ONE EIGHTH AIR FORCE SCALE FLY-IN

 

FALL                         

 
OCTOBER 23-25 

 

 2015

 

ARIZONA MODEL AVIATORS CLUB FIELD

LOCATED IN USERY PARK NEAR APACHE JUNCTION

1/2 MILE NORTH OF BROWN RD. ON MERIDIAN RD.

DRY CAMPING AVAILABLE 1/2 MILE FROM AIRPARK

BROWN

MCKELLIPS

UNIVERSITY

APACHE TRAIL

BROADWAY

US 60 / SUPERSTITION FREEWAY

M
E

R
I
D

I
A

N

E
L

L
S

W
O

R
T

H

S
I
G

N
A

L
 B

U
T

T
E

C
R

I
S

M
O

N

I
R

O
N

W
O

O
D

S
O

S
S

A
M

A
N

X



The Sun Valley Fliers

Present

The 15th Annual

Electric Turkey Fly 2015

To support:

AMA Sanction 15-1979 AMA License Required

www.sunvalleyfliers.com

Landing Fee $25

For More Information: 

CD John Geyer – 602-810-1767 or jegeyer@centurylink.net

AMA Sanction 15-1979 AMA License 

required

Sponsor: www.sunvalleyfliers.com

Landing Fee $25.00

For More Information :

CD John Geyer – 602-810-1767 or 

jegeyer@centurylink.net

Cave Buttes Park
All Electric Aircraft Welcome

Power Available at the field

Phantom Judges, Raffles Trophies and Prizes

Vendors welcome

Lunch

Bob Purdy
Text Box
NOVEMBER          14,        2015



VIDEOS and Websites Links  
Click on to view video, website 

 

E-Flite Rare Bear, 6s, 143mph 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHj8fU3tUYU 

Best way (not) to start a gas engine plane   :58 

            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKgPEBvTHNg 

Samsung— The Safety Truck      2:00 

              https://www.youtube.com/embed/ZetSRWchM4w?rel=0 

Surprise, surprise! 

http://designyoutrust.com/2015/07/man-noticed-this-abandoned-hangar-but-whats-inside-caught-him-by-surprise/ 

Its existence kept secret throughout the war, the US naval base at Ulithi was for a time the world’s larg-
est naval facility.  

      http://www.warbirdinformationexchange.org/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=3&t=52966   

Do 24 ...spektakuläre Landung.     1:40 
https://vimeo.com/133906998 

 
Drone Nationals      7:20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=170&v=aRaZpkN_Uaw 
 

Wojtek the Soldier Bear—WWII    2:22 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZT62Gbb3iE 

 
Wings and Warbirds Over Port Clinton 2015    20:17 

                                         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPLs1KnAg88 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SVF Website Buy & Sell items.  

http://www.sunvalleyfliers.com/classifieds/classifieds.htm 
  My thanks to those who passed this info on. 

SVF 



12008 N. 32 ST.                           M, T, F.  10-6  
                                                     Th          10-7      

PHOENIX, AZ. 85028                  SAT.      10-5             

602-992-3495               Closed Wed & Sunday   
  FAX 602-788-3440                                                 

 

 
 

8058 N. 19th Ave.        602-995-1755      Phoenix 
M-F 9:30-8PM,   SAT 9:30-6PM   11-5PM 

4240 West Bell Rd.       602-547-1828    Glendale 
M-F  9:30-9PM,   SAT 9:30-6PM, SUN  11-5PM 

September 2015 SVF Birth Day Boys   
 First name Last name          Member type              Dob   

Craig Early     Regular     09/01/1954 
Jon Bowers   Senior     09/03/1943 
William Jenkins   Regular     09/03/1964 
Dave Uhlving   Regular     09/03/1953 
Ronald Petterec   Senior     09/05/1945 
Oliver Heinen    Regular     09/05/1975 
Stuart Farrens   Regular     09/06/1986 
Gene Peterson   Senior     09/08/1942 
Arthur Gambino  Regular     09/08/1958 
J B Bowers   Senior     09/12/1941 
Bryant Mack    Junior      09/14/1997 
Jack Dolan    Junior      09/15/2001 
Stephen Myers    Senior     09/21/1946 
Gary Gregory   Senior     09/22/1945 
Debin Ray     Regular     09/22/1982 
Charles Brooks    Senior     09/23/1938 
Gerald Via     Regular     09/23/1958 
Christian Kasprowicz Regular    09/23/1977 
Barry Mazer    Senior     09/24/1949 
Bernard Knorra    Regular     09/25/1954 
John Serio     Regular     09/27/1976 
Connor Burns    Junior      09/29/2000 
Derek Micko    Regular    09/30/1976 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW 



SINCE DECEMBER 1974 

WWW.SUNVALLEY FLIERS.COM 

Board of Directors 
 

Charlie Beverson ‘14-16 
Loren Counce Jr. ‘14-16 
     Dan Bott ‘14-16 
        John Russell ‘14-16 

   Wayne Layne ‘15-17 
    Steve Miller  ’15-17  
Andrew Schear ‘15-17 
      Mike Smith  ‘15-17 
         Bob True  ‘15-17 

Club Officers 2014-2015 
   Frank Moskowitz, President 

Tony Quist, Vice President 
J B Bowers, Treasurer 

Lou Pfeifer IV, Secretary 
Open, Safety Officer 

 
Frank M.,  

Website Supervisor 
Please check your  
Membership list for 

Phone numbers. 

40 YEARS

To: 

First Class Mail 
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